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STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Oil, Gos & Mining

Stote Office Building . Solt Loke City, UT 84114. B0 j-533-S271

\*

Sii:'

tlby 9 , L9&e.

t'tr. Niels Haubold
U.{ET[I (IFrion Carbide)
P, O. Box 1029
Gran<i Jtinction, Colorado 81501

RE: Division Concerns for the
Revised Pemitting of the
Utatl UMgrcO (Ihton Carbide)
Mines
IaSal - Snowba 1 I - -ACT/0 37 / 026
Redd Block Four--AGI lO37 /M6
Hec1a shaft--Acl / $7 I A43
Wilson-Silverbel 1- -Aet / O37 / 027
Deremo--ACT /037 /025
San Juan Ccnmtry, Utah

kar l'tr. Ilatfiold:

Th€nk you for meeting wich Division staff for the corbfued totr of
[I'lElmrs nining operatl-ons In Utah onApril 10, 1964. Flon the discusslons at
tJle nlnesltes, Ron Fhollander, Rich Miller and yourcself shcxlld have a good
ldea of the general issues with $ftictr the Dlvision is concerned regarding
interi-ur stebilization measures. Howerer, so that all parties are aware of the
specific iterns and ttre excent to vrtrictr action nay be reguired by uMEf@, the
ar-eas of concern for each minesite are listed in this letter. A response to
eadn a:rea, lncltrdlng a plan and ti-metable for resolution of the problen should
be retr-rned to the Division as soon as possible.

As mentioned in your IaSal office, it is tJle Divlsionrs intention to
proceed widr strety arrangenents after these items are adctressed, but no later
ttran July L9U. this will entail a staff presentation to the Board of Cil,
C._" *9 l'fining at fJreir uurthly neetirg, usually held on ttre for-rth Thursciay.
Scheduling of this presentation needs to be acccrnplished by the end of the
flrst week of ttre sase month as the neetirg.

I"lii";t-"'bn.,

tal* | Bsq
Scott M. Mqtr'leson. Governor

Iemple A. Reynolds, Executive Director
Dionne R. Nielson, Ph.D., Division Direclor
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l. Iasal-Snolball Mine

1.."

1.1 The area along the eastern peri'r'eter of the laSal Mine has been
recently regraded. The topsoil storage area(s) appear to be in good
shape. Ttre recently constrructed diversion is begiming to show sone
signs of erosion. Some fom of drannel lining strould be implemented
in those critLcal ctrannel sections before signtficant erosion
results. Consolidation of the reuraining debiis on the waste rock
plles should corylete the interi.m reclomotion of this area. It is-the Dlvlslonrs uirderstanding ttr,at this oaterial will be burLed ln a
centralized cut being nade in the waste rod< piles r*rich was actively
occurrlng during the inspection. Is ttris obsenration cotrect?

L.2 A section of tJ:re western edge of the $rotftall Mine area waste rodc
pile was slurying and eroding due to excessive pad nrnoff and slope
Cteepness. RegradirU ard/or riprapping of the drallnge should
pre*zent this f:ron continuing. What are ttre coryany's plans to
rectify this situation?

1.3 lhe undisturbed drairr,age frcm the tread of Srorvball Canlon still does
not adequately flow in an rrrrestrl-cted fush'ion dor^n the west sl-de
ditch a1o4g the access road. Water currently flows cnrer the road,
and is i.npourrded by ,rt excavation below tlre mine pad. Discusslons
were held on-site addressing the options avallable to correct this
problern. I^lLr,at interim plans will UMEICO implecrent to correct the
drainage problerns and tihen will the work be accourrplLshed?

f .4 The test plots at tJ.e Eeaver Shaft showed scmoe early signs of g:oLrttr,
honerrer, tJre access road to the site ls eroding in spots allowing
waste roclc base material to be washed downslope. The constntcticrn
and noaintenance of benrs should eliminate this concern. Please
submit plans for solution an<i time for i-rylementaticn.

2. Redd Blodc Four

A11 aspects of tlre site are in coryllance with the ldning and f,ss]e'nagfen
Plan (MRP).

3. Hecla Shaft

Fotr probleos exist at ttris rninesite.

3.1 The naJor issue of ccncern is the unapproved erraporation pond
constructl,on. The Dtvlsion is def.errlng rqriew and approval of any
for*hccning pond designs to the Utah Departnent of }lealth, Btrreau of
lalater Polluticn Control to alleviate dtrplicatLon of regulatory
requireroents. $,rbmission of plans, along w'ith the Btrreau of VJater
Pollution Contrrolrs approval, should be mad.e to ccmplete the
Divisionts files. The proposed construction date and a comitrnent to
notify ttre Divisicn of coryletion are regrired to be submitted at
this tinre.

lh*
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3.1.1 Ttre Dlvlsion recmends that t}re roine water evaporation ponds
be fenced appropriately to prohiblt livestock and rrildlife use.

3.2 lhe abandone<l mine water disdrarge pond to the nortll+est of the uain
shaft and adjacent to ttre vent shaft should be reclaLned,if no longer
needed for operations.

3.3 The southern perirneter of the shaft site pad borders a natrral
drainage. An April 21, 1983 letter fron ttre Dlvislon stressed ttre
need to roaintaln a contairmrt bera at this point to proLrlbit spills
and debris from washlng into the drainage. Ttr-l,s has not yet been
accomplished. Erosion Ls contLnui4g to occur and trash is
accr.m,rlating in the dralnage. Please regrade tlre pad and constrnrct
the bellrr. as soon as posslble indicati4g in yor-r reply wtren this will
be done.

3.4 A plle of trash is present at the base of ttre western edge of the
r*aste rodc plle. ThLs rnaterial should be renorred and placed ln a
sanitary landfill. P1ease indicate wtpre and wtren thls trash w'111 be
rercved.

Since this situation appears to be a comnon prdleo w'ith tl,IETCOts
ninesites, an overall disposal plan should be developed and/or a
centrralized locatlon chosen to eliminate apparent lndiscri-ni-nate
trash dlsposal practl-ces.

4. Wllsoo-Silverbell l{ine

4.L A concern remains regarding ttre rnine water disdrarge. Since this ts
still occurring, saryles of the water mr"rst be taken and copies of the
lab analyses report rnnrst be sent to the Erreau of Water Pollution
Control (Aftentl-on: lk. Steve McNeal) as well as the Dlvision. In
addl-tion, ttre lrrigation pipe r,hich is belng used to corvey ttris
uater appeared blocked and should be cleaned out allor+ing free flovr
beyond tJre waste ro& pile to ttre pond(s).

Deremo Mine

Since this operation has iryacts in both Colorado anrl W&, the Division
l€quests to be notified of all nine plan urodifications or technical
revisions -Fing strbu,itted to and approved by the Colorado office rfrrictr nay
trsve an effect on Utatr interests.

5.f A new cor.,rnibent concerning Ul.lHICOrs plans to ctry out, sanple,
regrade and renregetate the evaporation ponds on either sid-e of the
state borderline road should be asserteci, if ttrese plans differ f-rm
those contained in the February 13, 1984 letter from Bnuce Green to

k",
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the Dlvlsion. A ti'netable for the operatim snd a ccrrrn{tnent to' 
"nottfy the Dlvislon when the r+ork is- co,ryleted should be sr.rbmit@d to
the Division. A notarlzed letter fransfLrrtng and acceptlng errentualIi€blllty for these ponds to and by the landoilvner mrrsg il6e-!s

, Bdbmitted.

the Dtvlsiqr looks formard to ttre leceipt of IIIEI@|s plans regardlng the
above @ncerns. .ff yog lrave any questions or wish to disclss any ifros irlorto edbqrlsslon, please feel fres to cqrtact Tom Tettirg of ny shir.

Adninistrator
llineral Resotrce Danelopment
and Reclarnqtion kogram

Jnts/TM:btb

cc: Ron Detrollander, U{EIO
Rodry Beavers, Colorado hrreau of Mineci Iand Reclnrnntlorr dattachrent
Steve l',lcl\ba1, Utah Dparment of lbalttr
D. Wayne Hedberg, DGI'i
T. Ibtting, re'{
S. Ilnner, D@I
P. Gt$augfi-Llttlg, DGl,l
T. PorEle, DOO,I
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SLncerely,
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